
CELTIC SOCCER CLUB – RETURN TO GAME PLAY UPDATE 
Effective: August 1, 2020 
 
Beginning with the first official practice of Summer Session, on July 2, Celtic has been committed to 
following all state guidelines and mandated regulations with respect to player safety and prevention of 
COVID-19 transmission, while working hard to provide an engaging and developmental soccer 
environment.  Over the last month, Celtic’s stance on face coverings and socially distanced drills has 
aligned with the Order of the Secretary of Pennsylvania Department of Health Requiring Universal Face 
Coverings, issued July 1st, requiring that face coverings must be worn if you are outside and cannot 
consistently maintain the social distancing requirement of being six feet apart from persons not 
members of your our household.  Although this mandate created significant challenges to the type and 
variety of games and drills possible in team sports, Celtic has been committed to abiding by state 
regulations, not least when they prioritize the safety of players, parents, and club personnel.  With this 
in mind, game play and other live-play scenarios at practices have been avoided, while coaches have 
designed sessions to focus on technical skill aspects soccer that can be done without close quarters 
defending or interactions. 
 
That said, recent developments in state guidelines and soccer governing bodies have amended what 
aspects of team contact sports are considered feasible to begin safely implementing.  Most notably 
Governor Tom Wolf’s July 15th update to the Guidance for All Sports Permitted to Operate During the 
COVID-19 Disaster Emergency to Ensure the Safety and Health of Employees, Athletes and the Public, 
allowing for the playing of games while adhering to best practices to minimize risk of spread.  Some best 
practices for game play scenarios would include: separating groups into smaller teams for small sided 
games to reduce the amount of player exposure, continuing to require face coverings when players are 
not actively participating in drills or games that require cardiovascular excursion, and mandatory hand 
sanitization prior to game play.  See reference section below for more information and examples of club 
and organization return to play protocols, guidelines, and best practices. 
 
Significant incentives to begin implementing versions of game play or live-play into practice sessions 
have been voiced throughout the club and community.  Several age groups are planning to attend the 
Hershey Cup in mid-August, where they will be playing full games against competition from different 
geographical regions.  The High School and Junior High School tryouts and seasons will begin shortly 
afterward.  And from a player development standpoint, live-play scenarios provide considerable 
advantages to growth.  Additionally, adjacent clubs and organizations in the region have begun their 
own versions of implementing live-play into their curriculums, which we certainly do not consider as a 
means of justification, however it should be noted that safe measures have been successfully 
implemented elsewhere locally. 
 
Beginning August 1, and continuing through entirety of the Summer Session, Celtic will allow for 
stipulated game play scenarios in practices.  More specifically, small sided games, transition games that 
include defending, and team shape exercises with limited defending or close quarters interactions.  
These game play scenarios will be closely observed and regulated by coaches to ensure that all 
achievable precautions are being followed to minimize the inherent risks of game play.  Coaches will 
alter training plans and exercises as needed based on age and competency for sufficient safety.  
 
We understand that there is inconsistency throughout different organizational and state guidelines with 
respect to reintroduction of youth sport, and that guidelines inherently create leniency.  This said, we 
acknowledge and respect that some families will prefer not to partake in practice sessions that allow for 



increased player to player exposure.  We empathize with this stance and encourage families to make the 
decision best suited for them as it relates to attendance for these last two weeks of summer training.  
Looking forward, Celtic Soccer Club will be constantly monitoring and adjusting our programming in 
preparation for what we hope to be a productive Fall season at the club. 
 
-Celtic Board 
 
 
Reference 
 
Guidance for All Sports Permitted to Operate During the COVID-19 Disaster Emergency to Ensure the 
Safety and Health of Employees, Athletes and the Public: https://www.governor.pa.gov/covid-
19/sports-
guidance/#:~:text=Recreational%20and%20amateur%20sports%20organizations,conduct%20in%2Dpers
on%20activities%2C%20including 
 
US Soccer Phased Return to Play: https://www.ussoccer.com/playon/guides/phase-3-grassroots 
 
US Soccer’s ECNL Phased Return to Play Protocol: https://www.eliteclubsnationalleague.com/wp-
content/uploads/2020/05/ECNL-x-Return-to-Play-Recs.-V5-Doc.pdf 
 
PIAA Return to Competition: Individual Sports Considerations: 
http://www.piaa.org/assets/web/documents/Return_to_Competition.pdf 
 
 
  


